
 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 
    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

December 20, 2018       

Go to our Homepage: www.leavenworthchristian.com 
  
 

Sowerôs Seeds 
 

Dear Friends, 

I cannot believe I am writing this as my last Sowersô Seeds of 2018.  Surely a moment 

ago it was springtime and then we were sweating through summer, and then admiring the trees 

that were in full autumnal leaf.  What is more, January 1st will be my eighth month anniversary 

here.  In many ways I still feel new and know that there is still so much to learn, but by the same 

token things feel familiar and I have at least some sense of what my week may look like, and 

where all the light switches are.  There is a peace to this learning process and knowing the 

contours and terrain of any new position.  To be sure, we donôt know what we donôt know, but 

I find myself eagerly anticipating celebrating Christmas Eve with the congregation. There is a 

special holiness in sharing worship together on such evenings.  As services are concluding, there 

is that moment when we stop and wish each other Merry Christmas, and you can feel that 

palpable warmth of love and fellowship that is all encompassing.  It is one thing to wish people 

Merry Christmas, but it is a whole other thing to know and love the people that you are wishing 

Merry Christmas.  If church is done right the phrase Merry Christmas goes from a phrase that 

people debate to the fondest wish and greatest hope for those that we are wishing it to. We arenôt 

simply people who sit next to each other in the pews or attend the 8:30 or 11:00AM services, 

but we are members of the same extended family.  Which means, like all families, now and 

again there are disagreements and differences of opinion, but if love underpins it all we will 

never go too far wrong. 

Love is one of those loaded words where there are often many free associations.  To be 

fair, the way we love, and the way we view love is often affected by the way love has been 

experienced in our lives leading to this moment. But with real and authentic love, one finds there 

is a powerful tolerance and recognition that people do come from very different places.  Yet, 

whatever differences we may find, if there is that sturdy commitment to a love that persists and 

endures, all will be well.  That is the proclamation of the Christmas moment, that love embodied 

and incarnated will change and did change the world for all time.  We still live in a world where 

love needs to be made real, and it is this realness that changes families, churches, and lives.  I 

have said time and time again, that love is the one thing we donôt have to rationalize.  If we are 

angry, hurtful, and self-centered, we have to rationalize that behavior. But being loving by 

contrast, makes its own case in our lives and the world.   The more we love the more are able to 

love and our heart grows in scope, capacity, and dimension.  I cannot thank you all enough for 

giving me this place to love.  Already I see my own heart becoming, softer, gentler, and milder.   

No matter whether we are two or one hundred two we are invited to increase and deepen the 

scope of our capacity to love.   Dear friends, I wish you a Merry Christmas from the bottom of 

my heart, and I canôt wait to see what our shared future will hold. 

All the Best and Godôs Blessings,  Pastor John 
 

No Newsletter Next Week. Merry Christmas!! 

http://www.leavenworthchristian.com/
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                        Poinsettias 
 

In Memory o f     Given By 
Minnie Scott , Gladys Kenton   Gary & Ruth Kenton  
Charles & Virgie Florence 
 

James & Lila Williams     Fran Gast 
Alexander Williams  
 

Margaret & Arnold Benson    Don & Mol ly Homan  
Helen & Ray Holman      (Parents) 
 

Matt Groves       John & Teresa Groves 
Charles & Ola Mae  Norris  (Teresaõs Parents) 
 

Ed & Lela Swartz      Don & Joyce Bachtel 
Don & Edith B achtel     (Parents) 
 

My G randparents     John E. Sowers 
 

Denise Wempen     Dea & Terry Nicodemus 
Fyrne & Don Nicodemus 
 

James & Lola Rogers (Parents)   Kathy Ramirez  
Arthur & Esther K ind ler (Grandparents) 
 

John & Shirley Mitchell     Melissa Mit chell -Wilson  
Janet Suchatz 
 

Tom Powell       Kathy Powell  
 

Merle & Maxine Euler    Richard  & Erin Sack 
Melvin & Kathleen Sack      (Parents) 
 

Fred Paradies & Bob Paradies   Penny Paradies 
 

William John Miers (Grandfather)    Felicia Bagley  
 

In Memory of      Given By 
Our Children & Grandchil dren   Gary & Ruth Kenton  
 

Virginia Habercorn      Fran Gast 
 

Our Children       Don & Mol ly Homan 
 

Evelyn Paradies     Penny Paradies 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Pray for those in the Hospital  
Betty Wimer - Healthcare Resort 

at 89th & Parallel 
Lillian Edmonds -Selas- The Piper Assisted Living 

Ongoing Cares & Concerns 
Steve Martin, Alice Bushman, Gene Allen, Marilyn Vance, Noah Kincaid, 

Kathy Ramirez, Rose Marie Theel, Ruby Corbet, Don Bohnsack, Katie Boyer, 
Betty Wimer, Winnie Henderson, April Shea, Brian Onasch, Pearl Stonebraker 
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Pray for our out-of-town Active Duty  Personnel 
Melissa Van Valkenburgh, Lucy Collings, 

Hannah Bond, Dustin Phillips, Rob Widmyer, 
Jim & Rachel Sullivan, Christin Collins, 

Nickalas Derringer, Rose Uy, Nelson Hanson 
Cameron Brown 

Please help us update our 
Active Duty list with 

members or those in direct 
relationship with our 

members. 

Praises! Pearl Stoneb raker  celebrates her 95th Birthday 
on December 20th. Mary Sue Winneke 

 

Praise for a wonderful car trip to Tennyson Center  
in Colorado  and a full car . Kathy Powell 

 

Praise for a great time with sisters . Melissa Wilson 
 

Praise! Kathy Ramirez  has been approved to receive botox for migraines. 
 

Praise! Beautiful weather ; cookie sales brought in $2,300 for 
Backpack Buddies. Ruth Kenton 

 

Praise! Fran Gastôs brother, Lyle,  is now at Twin Oaks. 
Please continue prayers. 

Pray for those who have lost a loved one 
Martin Potter ɀ November 17, 2018 
Bill Wallace ɀ December 10, 2018 

 

Prayers for newborn with birth defects, Bentley .  Melissa Wilson & Barbara Collins 
 

Please pray for Melissa Wilsonôs granddaughter, Angel - medical issues. 
 

Christine & Shelly -  cancer treatment.   Melissa Wilson 
 

Clifford Mac Ginnis -  health concerns.  Melissa Wilson 
 

Continued prayers for Kathy Ramirez - health. 
 

Pray for Brian Onasch  as time for his stem cell transplant is getting closer. 
Pray that all works out great. Caitlin Onasch 

 

Prayers for Ryan Matousek & Al l that are sick.  Ruth Kenton 
 

 
 



Scholarship Applications are due by March 15, 2019 
 

Be sure to get your paperwork started if you would like to apply 
for the Mary K Lamp Scholarship through the church. The 
application process takes some work, so give yourself plenty of 
time!  See Erin Sack for more info. 
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Childrenôs Church Schedule 
 

December 16th 

Treehouse Treasures       Lakeside Learners 

Chelsea Moore & Ruth Kenton  Diane Euler & Missy Davis 

 

Christmas Eve Worship  
December 24th 

6:30pm & 11:00pm 

Christmas Offering 
 

Will be r eceived in again 
on December  23, 2018 

 

Our finest gifts support the work 
of regional ministries this 

Christmas.  

5th Sunday 
December 30th 

9:15am   Sunday School  
10:30am   Combined Worship 

(No Meal)  

New Addresses 

Lill ian Edmonds-Selas     Winnie Henderson 

The Piper Assisted Living and Memory Care   Twin Oaks 

2300 N 113th Terrace      657 W Eisenhower #607 

Kansas City, KS 66109      Lansing, KS 66043 



First Christian Calendar December 19-27 , 2018  

                                                 

 

  Hospital Visitation Dec 23 rd  
  Cushing:  Don & Mollly Homan 

   St John: Richard Sack 

Sundayôs Servers December 23 rd  

 

11:00am Service  
Elder:  Richard Sack 

Scripture:  Richard Sack 
Greeters  

Main : Pat Swartz 
Narthex:  Felicia Bagley 
Servers :  Pat Swartz*  

Jim Bliss & Felicia Bagley 
Communion Prep:  Susan Hoins 

Clean -up:  Pat Swartz 

8:30am Service  
Lay Leader:  Doug Euler 

Elders:  Don & Mollly Homan 

Greeters  
Main : Gene Allen 

Narthex:  Lois Steineker 
Servers  

Lonnie Dalrymple*,  Ruth Kenton 
Laney Mellott & Susan Hoins 

Communion Prep : Ruth Kenton 
Clean -up : Susan Hoins 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Children & Youth Ministry Mission Statement 

We seek to grow spiritually, serve and invite children, youth and families to participate in missions. 

Values 

1. Mission ï We serve together in a world of need. 

2. Family ï We are there for one another in good times and bad. 

3. Empathy ï We seek to understand each otherôs feelings. 

4. Acceptance ï We all belong. 

5. Integrity  ï We try to live what we believe. 
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Wednesday, December 19 th  
Prayer Group            Kitterman            8:15am 
CMF Meeting             Kitterman           6:30pm 
 

Thursday, December 20 th  
Carillons                                                     6:30pm  
Chancel Choir                                           7:30pm  
 

Sunday, December 23 rd  
4 th  Sunday of Advent  ( Hop e)  
Christmas Offering  
Worship                               8:30am & 11am  
Sunday School                                          9:45am 
 

Monday,  December 24 th  
Christmas Eve   (Office Closed) 
Prayer Breakfast    Pullman Place     6:30am 
Christmas Eve Worship                          6:30pm 
Christmas Eve Worship                        11:00pm 
 

Tuesday, December 25 th  
Merry Christmas  (Office Closed) 
No Newsletter This Week 
 

Wednesday, December 26 th  
Prayer Group            Kitterman            8:15am 
 

Thursday, December 27 th  
Carillons                                                     6:30pm  
Chancel Choir                                           7:30pm  
 

*Captain  
 

                                                                    




