
Sowers’ Seeds 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

      What phrases do you remember from your childhood?  Are there phrases that you pledged 

never to say to your own children?  Did you keep that pledge, or did you wind up sounding 

much the same as your parents?  I am afraid it is often the way of the world and the way of life 

it seems.  One of the phrases that I can hear both of my parents saying, “Be careful what you 

wish for, you might get it.”  It isn’t an original phrase and most people have heard at one time 

or another.  I have been thinking about that phrase a lot lately and what it means. 

      I also have been contemplating Advent and Christmas not just because it is that time of year, 

but also because my life is serving as a pastor who journeys through this time with a 

congregation.  I will be honest there are many clergy who get to the end of Advent and 

Christmas, mop their brow, and say, “Boy I am glad that’s over.”  One of the pledges that I have 

made to myself is that I don’t want to be one of those pastors, and I have often asked myself, 

“What are the things I need to do so that won’t happen.”   First, I think it is remembering that 

Christmas and Advent don’t depend on me.  Now, there may be times when people imply it does 

depend on you whether in the space of a congregation, in family life, with cultural expectations, 

or in the pressure we apply to ourselves, but we don’t have to accept that pressure.  At the most 

basic level, whether or not our Christmas or Advent is filled with meaning often starts at the 

center with the sense of discipline we take into it. 

      It has always been my belief that we push ourselves too hard during this time of year.  It is 

almost like we have to top our notion of the perfect Advent or Christmas.   The perfection and 

perfect moment have already happened, and we are invited to point to it with the things we do, 

but we cannot improve upon the perfect.  If people want to be moved by it, they will be, and if 

not, then that is not a reflection upon us.   Now, I do want to add nuance, this time of year is so 

big that we cannot speak to all of it with one service, one song, one action, or even four separate 

Sundays of Advent, but it is important to keep broadening our sense of meaning that we unpack 

every year.  In order to do that we can note and keep our traditions, but it is also wise to seek 

new traditions or  new forms of contemplation every season, because if we always do exactly 

the same things at this time of year with no variances we will have an artificially small view of 

what is such a holy time with so many layers of meaning.  These seasons are too wonderful not 

to embrace and drink deeply of it.  Be thinking about this, because I will ask, “What is something 

new that you learned or experienced for 2019 during Advent and Christmas that you will carry 

with you?” 

(continued on page 5)  
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Pray for our out-of-town Active Duty Personnel 
Melissa Van Valkenburgh, Lucy Collings, 

Hannah Bond, Dustin Phillips, Rob Widmyer, 
Jim & Rachel Sullivan, Nelson Hanson, 

Cameron Brown, Christin Collins, Nickalas Derringer, 
Rose Uy, Edison & Faviola Urquiza 

 

Ongoing Cares & Concerns 
Steve Martin, Sandy & Alice Bushman, Marilyn Vance, Noah Kincaid,  Helen Nowlan, 

Kathy Ramirez, Rose Marie Theel, Ruby Corbet, Don Bohnsack, Katie Boyer, 
Winnie Henderson, Brian Onasch, Pearl Stonebraker, Danielle & Doug Euler 

Please help us update our 

Active Duty list with 

members or those in direct 

relationship with our 

members. 

Pray for those who have lost a loved one 

Alice Moyer – November 9, 2019  ~  Emily McCracken’s Sister 
Bobbi Ross – December 5th 
April Shea – December 8th 

 
 

2 

Prayers for Danielle Euler & Family as her sister, April Shea passed away Sunday. 
 

Prayers for Jennifer Kreitzer as her husband John passed away. Barb Kessler 
 

Please pray for the Darge Family at the passing of Chris Darge. John & Teresa Groves 
 

Prayers of comfort for the Family of Bobbi Ross. Jim Bliss, Vic Young & Mary Sue Winneke 
 

Please Pray for Caitlin Onasch’s Mom, Grandma & Aunts- Her grandpa has been 
gone 26 years as of Dec. 8th. 

 

 

**************** 

Praises! 
Caitlin Onasch’s Mother turned 

62 Dec. 9th. 

Praises!!! 

A huge thanks to all who made and/or bought cookies for 
the Christmas Market. Also, thanks to Barb Collins for 
delivering them to the Riverfront Community Center. You 
all are the best. We are on track to exceed the amount we 
brought in last year for Backpack Buddies. 

Many 

Thanks!!! 

 

******************** 
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Opportunities to Celebrate and Serve 
 

     Our church family has multiple opportunities to join together for worship and fun.  
Please join in the celebration. 
 

December 15, 22 – Celebrate in worship services 8:30 and 11:00am 
December 24 – Christmas Eve Candlelight Services at 7 and 11pm 
December 29 – Lessons and Carols – There will only be one service on this day.  The service 
will feature scriptures and carols. Sunday School 9:15am & Worship 10:30am. 

Join us for a Pajama Party! 
(with an appearance from a special guest!) 

 

First Christian Church- 6th & Seneca!   Enter to the right and head downstairs! 
 

Friday, December 13, 2019 

7:00 - 9:00 pm 
 

Watch the movie Polar Express & have snacks! 

 

Backpack Buddies Packing 

January 4th   ~  10am 

Kitterman 
 

Set up will be done the 3rd. 

Please contact Ruth if you can help. 
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Poinsettias 
 Once again, as is our tradition, we would like to offer you the opportunity to honor or 

remember your loved ones in print in our Christmas bulletin and in our newsletter. However, 

instead of spending your money on Poinsettias, you can put it to work for God. The Christmas 

Offering will be taken December 8th & 15th. Consider putting the $8.00 per Poinsettia into that 

special offering envelope once again this year. Simply fill out the form below and send it to 

the office or put it in the offering plate  WITHOUT  the cash or check. Please have forms 

into the office by December 16th. 

 

Your Name: ______________________________________ 

 

In Memory of: ____________________________________ 

 

In Honor of: ______________________________________ 

The church will provide the Poinsettias for the 

Sanctuary throughout the Christmas Season! 
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Merry Christmas!!! 
 

Please remember to bring your greeting 
cards in to put on our tree in the Narthex. 

 

Save on stamps and let everyone know you 
wish them a Blessed Christmas!!! 

Now Accepting 2020 Scholarship Applications 
 

Please get those applications started! It takes some time to get 

all the requirements fulfilled and into the committee. 
 

The deadline is:  March 16, 2020 

(continued from page 1)  

      I am a person who works hard at slowing down for this season, because I love it so, and yet I 

don’t always slow down as much as I should. I let the pressure of life, and my pastoral ego get the 

best of me.  As you all know, I got my wish and I have very literally slowed down.  My walk and 

gate are much slower now and for the near term. I want to tell you, sometimes that parking lot 

feels enormous at Walmart and sometimes getting from the car to the door is an odyssey all by 

itself. Then, there is the store. It feels like it has tripled in size to me. I have slowed down, and in 

slowing down I have seen things. People rushing about, and yet not seeming to see much or anyone 

outside of the own goals. More than once, I have had to put my hands up to warn people who are 

closing in quickly on my boot. They are looking straight ahead, but they aren’t seeing what’s in 

front of them. If one can’t see a person who is walking deliberately in a well-lit store, what else 

are we failing to see? Do we miss the person who seems lonely during this time of year?  Do we 

miss that we are trying to spend money to purchase a “good Christmas,” and yet we are honoring 

the one who came humbly with nothing that suggested glory or honor? If they missed it two 

thousand years ago, could we miss it with all our rushing around? I have had to slow down, and I 

am realizing all of the things that I did not see. May these seasons be blessed with new realizations, 

and new ways to recognize the old hopes that are yearning to breathe free in the hearts of all 

humanity. 
 

All the Best and God’s Blessings, 

Pastor John 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Dec 1st 

 

  General                        $19,455.00 
  Building                               900.00 
  Van                                      400.00 
  Backpack Buddies           3,052.00 
  Special Offerings            1,920.00 
 

  Total                            $25,727.00 
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  Attendance Dec 8th 

 

  8:30 Worship       62 
  11:00am Worship       35 
  Sunday School            41 
  Visitors                          0 
 

  Total                            97 

December 12th 

Gene Poff Sr 

Dayne Dickson 
 

December 13th 

Kathy Powell 

April Richter 

Maci Spath 
 

December 14th 

George Prochaska 

Patricia Williams 

December 15th 

Julie Boyer 
 

December 17th 

Anthony Cates 

Adella Williams 

Sunday, December 15th 
Treehouse Treasures 

Stacy & Evalyn 
Lakeside Learners 

Sue & Fran 

Thursdays 
Chancel Choir 

7:30pm 



First Christian Calendar December 11-19, 2019 
                                                 

Sunday’s Servers December 15th 

Hospital Visitation Dec 15-21 
Cushing: Emily Bean & Mary Sue 

St John: Emily McCracken & Fran 

11:00am Service  
 

Elder: Emily McCracken 
 

Greeters 
Main: Bian Onasch 

Narthex: Linda Kesinger 
 

Servers: Linda Kesinger* 
Doug Euler & Brian Onasch 

 

Communion Prep: Susan Hoins 
Clean-up: Linda Kesinger 

8:30am Service  
Lay Leader: Fran Gast 

 Elders 
Emily Bean & Mary Sue Winneke 

Greeters 
Main:  Pat Swartz 

Narthex: Max Matousek 
Servers 

Laney Mellott*, Max Matousek 
Missy Davis & Susan Hoins 

 

Communion Prep: Missy Davis 
Clean-up: Susan Hoins 
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The driver listed for Sunday will pick up for both 
worship services. Call if you need a ride to church. Let 

the driver know which service you plan to attend. 

December 11-18 
Preschool          Sanctuary       Mon-Fri      9:00am 
 

Wednesday, December 11th 
Prayer Group               Kitterman               8:15am 
Mary Martha           Kitterman               6:00pm 
aliVe                        Marji’s Home                7:00pm 
 

Thursday, December 12th 
Chancel Choir                                                   7:30pm 
 

Friday, December 13th 
Polar Express Movie Night w/Special Guest 
Fellowship Hall                                     7-9pm 
 

Sunday, December 15th 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
Christmas Offering 
Worship                                  8:30am & 11:00am 
Sunday School                                                 9:45am 
 

Monday, December 16th 

Prayer Breakfast       Pullman Place         6:30am 
Girl Scouts                   Fellowship               6:00pm 
 

Wednesday, December 18th 
Prayer Group             Kitterman                 8:15am 
CMF Mtg                     Kitterman                  6:30pm 
 

Thursday, December 19th 
Chancel Choir                                                   7:30pm 
 

Coming Soon!!! 
Christmas Eve Worship                    7pm & 11pm 

Merry Christmas 

*Captain 
 
                                                                    

Sunday, Dec 15th 
John Groves 

(913) 727-1775 



 

Contact US 
Telephone Number:  (913) 682-3222 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 8:30 – 4:00 

Church Email: church@leavenworthchristian.com 

Website:  www.leavenworthchristian.com 
Pastor:  pastorjohn@leavenworthchristian.com 

Reverend John Sowers:  (309) 231-2665 

 


