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Sowers’ Seeds

September 12, 2019

Dear Friends,
This weather is making it hard to do so, but I am doing my best to imagine the coming of
autumn. If you look hard enough you will find a few trees that are in their earliest stages of
changing, as they make from green to that splendid coat of many colors that greets the eye
when they are in full leaf. It is a time I love, in part, because of the splendid associations that
come with that time of year. That was when we would take a Sunday afternoon after the soccer
games to go to Dougherty’s Orchard. Mom would get apples so that she could make one of her
wonderful apple pies, and then Dad would buy some apple cider and stop for donuts on the
way home. I still believe the combination of cake donuts and apple cider are a sign of autumn
and harvest time. Of course, we could not leave the orchard without getting our big treat, a
caramel apple. The decision that we always had to make was with or without nuts on the apple.
Those trips to the orchard were many years ago, but if I close my eyes, I can almost place
myself there again. I have a warm spot for autumn and the smell of raked leaves burning in the
air. There is always that night of the first frost in October and the beauty of the frosted grass in
morning. It is a wonderful time of year.
There is always so much going in the fall. By late September and early October school was
really under way and all the activity of life was humming along. There were football games on
Friday evenings, cross country meets on Saturday mornings, soccer games on Sunday
afternoons, and then there was always that wonderful week that was designated as homecoming
week. The town and its people would put on its best red and white finery, and we would lean
into the week celebrating until the big Friday night football game. It seemed like most years
we played our arch nemesis in New Castle or Connersville, Indiana. Though one year we
played Logansport, who have the great misfortune of being the Logansport Berries. That year
there were signs that said jam the berries and stomp berries. I often thought it would be hard to
get fired up if your team was the Logansport Berries. It really isn’t a very menacing team. We,
on the other hand, were the Richmond Red Devils. To me, though I am biased, the name strikes
a little more fear into an opponent’s heart than the Berries!
Homecoming was a marvelous week filled with silly dress up days, class games on the
football field, a bonfire, and the Homecoming Parade. Each class had spent the last month with
crate paper, boxes, and hay wagons trying to make the best float. A number of years, we built
the class float in our driveway because we had the most space.
I always enjoyed not only the festive nature of homecoming, but also the ethos underneath.
There is the recognition that even though we are different, and a lot of time may have passed,
there was and is this connective tissue that binds us together.
(continued on page 5)

Praise! John Groves did not have a slight heart
attack. It was a cardiac event. Thank you for all the
prayers and concerns. Teresa Groves
Praise for our Rainbow Baby, due in April! Thank
you for all your prayers for this miracle.
Felicia & Eli Bagley
Praise for Luke Euler- born Friday,
3lbs 12oz and 17.3 inches long.
Prayers for Jody Bryant & Pearl Stonebraker. Ruth Kenton
Pray for Jim & Bea Wardlow- Jim is in the hospital. Bea for support. Barbara Kessler
Baby Boy Wade, born premature, weighs 2.5lbs, has a hole in his lung or heart.
Parents are Lance & Stephanie Wade, Grandparents are Tony & Susan Hill. Scarlet Ross
Gladys Harmon, Ken Harmon’s stepmother, passed away Tuesday at age 98.
Pray for the Don Walker Family. Sue Hubert
Prayers for Brian Onasch’s Mom, Elaine Onasch.
Pray for Don Bohnsack- at St Luke’s North, UTI.
Ongoing Cares & Concerns
Steve Martin, Sandy & Alice Bushman, Marilyn Vance, Noah Kincaid, Helen Nowlan,
Kathy Ramirez, Rose Marie Theel, Ruby Corbet, Don Bohnsack, Katie Boyer,
Winnie Henderson, April Shea, Brian Onasch, Pearl Stonebraker, Danielle & Doug Euler
Pray for those who have lost a loved one
Mike Pelton – August 12, 2019
Mike Carter – August 2019

Pray for those in the Hospital/Rehab
Pearl Stonebraker - Twin Oaks

Pray for our out-of-town Active Duty Personnel
Melissa Van Valkenburgh, Lucy Collings,
Hannah Bond, Dustin Phillips, Rob Widmyer,
Jim & Rachel Sullivan, Nelson Hanson,
Cameron Brown, Christin Collins, Nickalas Derringer,
Rose Uy, Edison & Faviola Urquiza

Please help us update our
Active Duty list with
members or those in direct
relationship with our
members.

********************
Come to the Movie “Big Sonja” 4pm ~ Kitterman Room ~ September 29th
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Boy Scout Court of Honor
Two boy scouts from our own Scout Troop 176 recently achieved the rank of Eagle
Scout: Chandler Allen and Devin Butzin. Their Eagle Scout Court of Honor ceremony
will be held in the church sanctuary at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, September 15, with a
covered dish dinner in the Fellowship Hall shortly thereafter. All members of our church
are welcome to attend the ceremony or both.
Dave Davis, Scoutmaster

********************

Light a Candle for Children

Sundays ~ September 22nd thru October 20th

********************

Homecoming Sunday

September 29th
9:45am Sunday School ~ 10:30am Combined Worship
Potluck to Follow

********************

Tuesday, September 10, 2019
11am to 5pm
First Baptist Church

********************

Renovation Team Meeting

Wednesday, September 18th
10:00am ~ Kitterman Room

********************

CMF Meeting

Wednesday, September 18th
6:30pm ~ Kitterman Room

********************

Disciples Men Retreat at Tawakoni
September 27th & 28th
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********************
No surgery… too risky. That’s what the doctor said. So, I have
a back brace to support me while I heal. Speaking of support, I
thank you so very much for your support. I appreciate all the
love, calls, cards, food and prayers extended to me. They mean
so much and will see me through this ordeal. I may be down
right now, but I’m not out, and “This too, shall pass.”
God bless each of you, Jody Bryant

********************

Worship Committee Meeting
Tuesday, September 17th
7:30pm ~ Kitterman

aliVe

********************
Mary Martha

September 11th
6:00pm
Potluck
Brats provided - Bring
a side dish to share

September 11th
6:00pm
Kitterman

Erin’s Home

********************
Budget Time is Fast Approaching… All ministries must have their budgets
in by the 15th! That date is just a few days away!
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Fall Carnival

Saturday, September 21st
3 - 5pm

Hey everyone! It's time for the 2nd Annual Fall
Carnival! I'm so excited to take the lead on this fun
filled event once again, but I need your help to make it
a success. I still need more volunteers for the activities
and people to handle food. The food will be simple,
hotdogs, chips, fruit cups and cookies, bottled water and
lemonade. If you are willing and able to help, please let
me know as soon as possible. Please feel free to contact
me by phone or email. Monetary donations are welcome
as well.
Thanks everyone! Felicia Bagley
(continued from page 1)

I was always moved when I saw classes who long ago graduated from high school come back,
cross the field with a deliberate walk, and then stand and sing the school fight song with tears
welling in their eyes. It is a powerful thing to focus on that which binds us together, rather than
that which separates us one from another. I would like to imagine that every Sunday is a kind
of homecoming when we come to this place where we are connected one to another by our faith,
our God, our Savior, and our shared fellowship in the human community, and this outpost of the
Kingdom here on earth. No church is perfect, but it has the potential to be a place of homecoming
and welcome for every person who enters its doors. As we lean into autumn, we want to
celebrate what it means to come home and reaffirm our connections that stretch across
generations and time. We have set September 29th as Homecoming Sunday! September 29th is
a fifth Sunday, and we will be having one joint service where we focus on this sense of
homecoming. Afterwards there will be a meal in the fellowship hall that fits with the theme of
homecoming celebrations you might have celebrated at your favorite school. Perhaps, you can
even wear a sweatshirt or shirt of your favorite team on September 29th. Let’s get excited about
our own Homecoming Sunday! There is a lot that is going on here, and a lot of good news to
share.
All the Best and God’s Blessings, Pastor John
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A BIG Thank You to the small but efficient groups
(Molly, Don, Sue, Evalyn, Pat B. and Anna) who
helped set up and pack bags for Backpack
Buddies. Food will be delivered to Head Start by
Ken Harmon. Thanks to you also, Ken.
Ruth Kenton

Offering Sept 8th
Will be in next week’s
Newsletter

Sept 13th
Kim Mattingly
Sept 14th
Avery Filley
Jennifer Johnson
Sept 16th
David Bryant
Sept 18th
Virginia DeFrees

Attendance Sept 8th
8:30 Worship
11:00 Worship
Sunday School
Visitors

56
42
35
0

Total

98

September 15th
Treehouse Treasures
Lakeside Learners
Ann Crum
& Evalyn Hubert

Sue Hubert
& Fran Gast
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First Christian Calendar September 11-21, 2019
Wednesday, Sept 11th
Prayer Group
Kitterman
aliVe
Potluck/Erin’s
Mary Martha
Ida McKay’s

8:15am
6:00pm
6:00pm

Thursday, Sept 12th
Carillons
Chancel Choir Practice

6:30pm
7:30pm

Sunday, Sept 15th
Worship
8:30 & 11:00am
Sunday School
9:45am
Eagle Scout Court of Honor
4:00pm

Sanctuary/Fellowship Hall

Pullman Place 6:30am
Kitterman
6:00pm

Tuesday, Sept 17th
Worship Meeting
Kitterman

7:30pm

Wednesday, Sept 18th
Prayer Group
Kitterman
Renovation Mtg
Kitterman
CMF Meeting
Kitterman

8:15am
10:00am
6:30pm

Thursday, Sept 19th
Carillons
Chancel Choir Practice

6:30pm
7:30pm

21st

Saturday, Sept
Fall Carnival
Church Grounds

8:30am Service
Lay Leader: Mary Sue Winneke
Elders: Don & Joyce Bachtel
Greeters
Main: Pat Swartz
Narthex: Jon House
Servers
Ken Harmon*, Bonnie Williams
Laney Mellott & Missy Davis
Communion Prep & Clean-up
Jon House
*Captain

16th

Monday, Sept
Prayer Breakfast
Girl Scouts

Sunday’s Servers September 15th

3-5pm

11:00am Service
Elder: Emily Bean
Scripture: Penny Paradies
Greeters
Main: Brian Onasch
Narthex: Doug Euler
Servers: Caitlin Onasch*
Doug Euler & Bian Onasch
Communion Prep: Jon House
Clean-up: Caitlin Onasch
Hospital Visitation Sept 15th - 21st
Cushing: Don & Joyce Bachtel
St John: Mary Sue Winneke
& Emily Bean

Sunday, Sept 15th
Doug Knox 913-683-5958
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The driver listed for Sunday will pick up for both
worship services. Call if you need a ride to church. Let
the driver know which service you plan to attend.

Contact US
Telephone Number: (913) 682-3222
Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday, 8:30 – 4:00
Church Email: church@leavenworthchristian.com
Website: www.leavenworthchristian.com
Pastor: pastorjohn@leavenworthchristian.com
Reverend John Sowers: (309) 231-2665

