Sowers’ Seeds

November 19, 2020

Dear Friends,
As a pastor there are often many opportunities to do different forms of continuing
education. One might take a workshop, read a relevant book, or journal article, or even learn
something new as you are talking to a clergy colleague. Sometimes those bits of information
are like the smooth and flat stones that one might pick up on the riverbank. I have a few of
the stones that I put in my pocket long ago, and now and again I look at them on my dresser
and they transport back to our initial meeting.
A bit of information that I remember is that the most common way to shoot down an idea
is to say, “Yes, but....” In this workshop our large group of people was divided into smaller
groups of four, and we were given a hypothetical situation and we were told that we had to
answer using, “Yes and....” The upshot is that “Yes, but” shuts down a conversation, and
“Yes, and expands” the conversation and vision.
This month the Worship Committee will be putting together Advent Bags for all the
families in the congregation, and I sincerely hope you will pick up a bag. The bag came out
of a question and a comment that I brought to our meeting. I wondered aloud if it would be
possible for every family to get a set of candles so that they could have their own Advent
Wreathe at home. My reasoning being, in this digital time some are only worshipping at
home, and it would be a shame not to have an Advent to Wreathe to look at. Gradually as we
began to talk, we realized that we could include a copy of this year’s Advent devotional in
the bag, and we knew that our Christmas Eve Service would be in a digital format this year
so we decided that we could ask each family how many of our prepackaged communion kits
they would need for celebrating communion during Christmas Eve Service, and a big part of
our Christmas Eve Service is concluding with candlelight. We realized we had more than
enough white candles that we could also include those in the bag. I have mentioned these
bags to other clergy and their responses have been uniform, “That is so cool, I think we might
borrow that idea.” It was so much fun to be part of a “Yes, and” conversation. Sometimes I
wonder if in our own lives it would be helpful to remember that little phrase. When we say,
“Yes, and...” we open ourselves up to new potentials and thinking beyond our normal scope.
In many ways this year has had to be the year when we come up with new answers for
familiar issues. On Monday there were a number of people who did not feel it was in their
best interest to attend a funeral service in person, and we were able to show the service on
Zoom so that people could be there and remember Jerry. Imagine a family that is separated
by a great distance. I remember when my Grandmother Amidei passed away in February of
2000. My brother Joe was stationed in Germany and he couldn’t be home for the funeral.
Wouldn’t it have been wonderful if Zoom had existed then?
(Continued on pg 3)

Pray for The Family of Jerry Moore.
Helen Nowlan- At St Luke’s North, diagnosed with pneumonia.
Sandy & Alice Bushman & Teresa Groves: Continued healing & strengthening.
Bill Wilson- Prayers as he continues to heal and strengthen at home,
also for Melissa as she cares for him.
Prayers for Larry Elliot, he is in the VA center: he has been diagnosed w/pneumonia.
Cheryl Elliot
Pat Farmer, longtime member of this church has been diagnosed positive for Covid. Her
symptoms are mild, so she is recovering at her home. Penny Paradies
Family of Johnny Ivison, Easton firefighter who died in a car crash on the way to a call.
Ruth Kenton
Prayers for all military persons serving all over the world to protect our freedoms,
especially the freedom to attend our church on this beautiful Sunday. Laney Mellott
Prayers for the Family of Rick Lockwood who passed away. A member and fellow
Christian in Bible Study with Gary Philips and others.
Elections Aftermath
Prayers for all those fighting fires and hurricanes
Residential Communities- dealing with Covid 19.
Prayers for School Systems & Colleges, Teachers, Support Staff & students.
Pray for Those with the Covid-19 virus, First Responders, Those offering care and a
Ongoing Cares & Concerns
Cure. Vance, Noah Kincaid, Helen Nowlan,
Steve Martin, Sandy & Alice Bushman, Marilyn
Kathy Ramirez, Rose Marie Theel, Ruby Corbet, Don Bohnsack, Katie Boyer, Winnie Henderson,
(please send in your
prayer
concerns
or call&the
office
and leave a message)
Brianpraises
Onasch,and
Pearl
Stonebraker,
Danielle
Doug
Euler,
Ann Crum, Bill Cass, Jim Snell
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Pray for Those Who Have Lost a Loved One
Jerry Moore ~ November 8th
Donna Bailey ~ October 8th
Pray for our out-of-town Active Duty Personnel
Melissa Van Valkenburgh, Hannah Bond,
Rob Widmyer, Jim & Rachel Sullivan,
Nelson Hanson, Cameron Brown,
Christin Collins, Nickalas Derringer,
Rose Uy, Edison & Faviola Urquiza

Jeremy Bower, Tyler Kowalewski

Please help us update our
Active Duty list with
members or those in direct
relationship with our
members.

Children’s Moment
Just a quick update for the months of November and December: We will have no more
zoom activities for the month of November. Zooms will now be a special monthly event
and will be listed on the calendar, on the website and told during announcements. In
December there will be Zoom Christmas Party... expect a few surprises when you
login. The date of that event will be listed in the next newsletter and announced at
church.
Have a blessed and Safe Thanksgiving. I am thankful for all of you. – Mrs. Danielle

(Continued from pg 1)

I had a road map for the things I wanted to do in 2020, and I didn’t get to do many of those
things. I am not entirely sure what shape 2021 will take, but if we look towards the years that
is to come with, “Yes, and” in our hearts, I think we will find the hope and vision to navigate
it well. I invite you to consider the small votive candles that are assembled in your Advent bag
for your home wreathe, individually the light that they put off is modest, but when darkness
surrounds even a modest light changes everything. This Sunday, Sunday November 22nd, is the
last Sunday of the current church year. Sunday, November 29th, is the first Sunday of Advent
and the first Sunday of a new church year. May the light of Advent fill you with a bright light
for the church year that is to come.
All the Best and God’s Blessings,
Pastor John
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Worship Schedule

If you missed Sunday’s Service, watch it now
www.LeavenworthChristian.com
click on “Sermons” on the upper Right of the Homepage
Here are 4 ways you can connect to Sunday Worship at 10:30am

*In-Person here at the Church!
*On your Computer - Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/6823543423?pwd=cWRSTVQ3TGhGK2JIQTR5N1JTdG9GZz09
Meeting ID: 682 354 3423
Password: 838807

*Home phone (no video)
Dial any of the following numbers:
833 548 0282 US Toll-free
877 853 5257 US Toll-free
888 475 4499 US Toll-free
833 548 0276 US Toll-free

You can also reach Zoom through
a link on our Website:
www.leavenworthchristian.com

Zoom
As the infection rate have gone up, the Church Board has unanimously decided to go
back to Zoom only for Sunday Worship. So, this Sunday, November 22nd will once
again be via Zoom. Please refer to the above instructions.

Advent Bags
I’m sure we can all agree that 2020 has been a year unlike any we have known.
However, despite all the chaos and differences, one thing is certain – God is on
the throne! With that acclamation, we move toward the Advent season.
Knowing that our church family will be participating in worship through Zoom,
the Worship Ministry will be assembling Advent Bags for distribution. Each
bag will contain an Advent devotional and candles for an Advent wreath
(3 purple, 1 pink, 1 white). In addition, upon pick-up, you
may request small, white candles and communion cups for
the Zoom Christmas Eve service. Bags will be
available for pick-up on November 24th from
2:00 – 5:00 at the front of the church.
Penny Paradies, Worship Chair
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Poinsettias
Once again, as is our tradition, we would like to offer you the opportunity to honor or
remember your loved ones in print in our Christmas bulletin and in our newsletter. However,
instead of spending your money on Poinsettias, you can put it to work for God. The Christmas
Offering will be taken December 13th & 20th. Consider sending the $8.00 per Poinsettia once
again this year. Simply fill out the form below and send it to the office or put it in the mailbox
with your Christmas offering. Please have forms into the office by December 16th.
Your Name: ______________________________________
In Memory of: ____________________________________
In Honor of: ______________________________________

Thirty Days of Thanksgiving
For each day in November, you can place an item of food into a bag or box to be given to Catholic
Charities food bank. The food items will be dedicated on December 6th. On or about December 7th,
arrangements can be made to pick up your donation either at your home or at the church. If you plan
on participating, please contact Lonnie Dalrymple or Dea Nicodemus so that those arrangements can
be made.
Thank you in advance for prayerfully considering this opportunity.
World Outreach and Action Team

Shelter Training ~ Wednesday, Dec. 14th
6:00pm at the Shelter
311 Kiowa, Lvn

Tennyson Center
We are collecting for Tennyson Center! This year you may donate money and
gift cards. Kathy Powell will put it all together and send it to The Tennyson
Center! Please help us bless the kids at the Center. Please have your monetary
gift in by December 13th.
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Scholarship Applications
Due by March 15, 2021
Be sure to get your paperwork started if you would like to
apply for the FCC Scholarship. The application process takes
some work, so give yourself plenty of time! Call the Church
Office to get started.

Attendance
November 15th

In-Person Worship
On-Line Worship

28
37

Your Giving
November 15th

November 25th

Diane Hall
Wyatt Moore
Marilyn Vance
November 27

th

General
$4,600.00
Tennyson Center
30.00
Shelter
450.00
Week of Compassion
20.00
DWF
45.00
Thanksgiving Offering 25.00
Backpack Buddies
95.00

November 28th

Doug Hicks

Total

December 2nd

$5,265.00

Please remember your
commitment to the Church
by mail or through eGive:
www.leavenworthchristian.com

Janet Zirkle

Abigail Logan
Gwendelyn Logan
Linda Martin
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First Christian Calendar

November 18-December 2, 2020
Thursdays
Choir Practices cancelled till further notice
Wednesday, November 18th
Prayer Group Kitterman

Thursday, November 26th
Thanksgiving (office closed)

Friday, November 27th
8:30am Office Closed

Sunday, November 29th
Saturday, November 21st
Pack Advent pks Kitterman 9am-11am 1st Sunday of Advent
Zoom
Dvorak/Moore Kitterman 12pm-5pm Worship
Seekers SS Class
Zoom
Sunday, November 22nd
Monday, November 30th
Thanksgiving Offering
Worship
Zoom
10:30am Prayer Bkfst Pullman’s/Zoom
Sanctuary
Seekers SS Class
Zoom
3:00pm Preschool
Community Thanksgiving Worship
Tuesday, December 1st
Zoom
7:00pm
Preschool
Sanctuary
rd
Book Study
Zoom
Monday, November 23

No Newsletter this week
Wednesday, December 2nd
Prayer Bkfst Pullman’s/Zoom 6:30am
Prayer Group Kitterman
No Children’s Zoom
Preschool
Sanctuary
Elders
Zoom
th
Tuesday, November 24
No Book Study
Advent Bag Distribution

Front of The Church

Wednesday, November 25th
Prayer Group Kitterman

No Elders Meeting

10:30am
3:00pm
6:30am
AM
AM
3:00pm
8:30am
AM
7:00pm

2-5pm

8:30am

(Calendar subject to change)

Advent
Would you like to participate in lighting the Advent candles on Sundays during the
Advent Season?
You can do it remotely or in person. Please contact Debbie Phillips for more
information. Debbie Phillips: (913) 727-2572
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Contact US
Telephone Number: (913) 682-3222
Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday, 8:30 – 4:00
Church Email: church@leavenworthchristian.com
Website: www.leavenworthchristian.com
Pastor: pastorjohn@leavenworthchristian.com
Reverend John Sowers: (309) 231-2665

