
Sowers’ Seeds 
Dear Friends, 
 

     I cannot begin to offer enough words of thanks for the card shower and words of kindness so 

many offered me just yesterday. I have found myself ever reflective about the time that has been, 

the time that is, and the time that will be. It doesn’t seem possible that eighteen years have 

disappeared into the mist and midst of time. As I like to joke, my pastoral vocation is an adult 

now. 
 

     As I reflect back upon those eighteen years, I wonder if I would have been brave enough to 

answer the still small voice if I knew how the future would unfold. That is not to say that ministry 

has been anything but fulfilling, amazing, and thrilling, but I recognize that it is much bigger and 

more diverse than I ever imagined. I said the other day, some jobs sort of shrink around us 

because we come to learn the angles, and in fairness it is easier for me to write a sermon, pray 

extemporaneously, form funerals, services and weddings, and do some of those things that we 

associate with pastoral life. Yet, there are other things that we didn’t talk about in divinity school 

that are responding in the moment to challenges and circumstances we could not have expected. 

If anything, ministry is always the ever-expanding waterfront. Sometimes I feel like I am looking 

at the expanse of the ocean wondering if I am enough, and the answer is always yes, no, maybe, 

and only with God’s help and the nurturing of the Holy Spirit. I would have never imagined 

Clyde and Eloise who didn’t need me to reaffirm their faith, but instead  I needed to be a grandson 

who had lunch with them weekly, and then became the person that they gave their memories too. 

Clyde and Eloise never had any children, and so I filled that role while I was in Franklin, and I 

wept as a grandson would when they were each granted their eternity years later. 
 

     Today, I write as the pastor of a congregation during a pandemic. Nothing prepared me for 

this, but that same Spirit is leading and guiding not only me, but also our congregation through 

this time. That same Spirit as been at work in our worship committee and with the elected board 

of this congregation. Out of the Spirit’s blessing and guidance plan has been developed to help 

us return to in-person worship and a date and time has been set for that return. If you were in 

attendance at digital worship on Sunday, our plan is to begin one in-person worship service at 

10:30AM beginning on Sunday July 12th. 
 

     We will continue to offer our Zoom service right along with the in-person service. The format 

will look very similar to our current digital service, but now the congregation will have the 

opportunity to be present physically or digitally.  
    (continued on pg 3) 
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Praise! Liberty Faith Bagley turned 3 months on 
Saturday, June 27th!  Felicia & Eli Bagley 

 

Praise! June 30th Ruth & Gary Kenton celebrate their 
53rd Wedding Anniversary! 

 

Praise! June 30th will be Pastor John’s 18th 
Anniversary of his Ordination. 

 

Praise for a successful move. Laney Mellott 

Pray for the Family of David Griffith- Dave died in a fall while working on his barn last 
week. His Mother, Donna Elmer is a friend of Penny Paradies.  His widow, Lisa Griffith 

lost her first husband about 4 years ago to a brain tumor.  Penny Paradies & Diane Dvorak 
 

Megan & Justin Davis begin their SAM class on Tuesday. Prayers are asked for a 
successful year. Also, prayers for Megan’s Grandmother Joyce- she is battling 

Alzheimer’s and has a new living situation. Megan & Justin Davis 
 

Melissa Wilson’s brother-in-law, Jerry Schuck- had surgery Friday to put pins and a 
plate in his left wrist. He is having trouble with pain control. 

 

Kathy Ramirez requests prayer- she will have a heart cath on July 8th. 
 

Pray for Those with the Covid-19 virus, First Responders, 
Those offering care and a Cure. 

 
(please send in your praises and prayer concerns or call the office and leave a message) 

Pray for our out-of-town Active Duty Personnel 
Melissa Van Valkenburgh, Hannah Bond, 

 Rob Widmyer, Jim & Rachel Sullivan, 
Nelson Hanson, Cameron Brown, 

Christin Collins, Nickalas Derringer, 
Rose Uy, Edison & Faviola Urquiza 

 

Please help us update our 

Active Duty list with 

members or those in 

direct relationship with 

our members. 
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Ongoing Cares & Concerns 
Steve Martin, Sandy & Alice Bushman, Marilyn Vance, Noah Kincaid,  Helen Nowlan, 

Kathy Ramirez, Rose Marie Theel, Ruby Corbet, Don Bohnsack, Katie Boyer, 
Winnie Henderson, Brian Onasch, Pearl Stonebraker, Danielle & Doug Euler, 

Ann Crum, Bill Cass 



(continued from pg 1) 

     In this time going forward, we are all invited to be wise stewards of our own health and our 

neighbors’ health as well. What this means in practical terms is if you recognize you have risk 

factors that might make Covid-19 even more determinantal to your health, please consider 

worshipping from home. God knows that you love the church and that you are present with us 

even if you tune in from home. Out of our love for God and one another this is the wisest 

course to take. My parents are exercising the digital option with my home congregation 

because they are healthy, but they are a healthy seventy-six and seventy-seven years old. Also, 

if for any reason you awake on Sunday and feel sick or unwell, please stay in the comfort of 

your home and exercise the digital option. It is always best to error on the side of caution for 

your health and for your neighbors’.  
 

     We invite those who are coming to church to arrive a little early because it will take more 

time getting situated. The only doors that will be open and unlocked are the ones that face 

Sixth Street by the elevator. Upon arriving your temperature will be taken, and your name and 

attendance will be taken so that we will have a mechanism for contact tracing. After that point 

you will be given a pre-packaged communion and your choice of mask that was made by Laney 

Mellott which is yours to keep, take home, and launder for re-use, or a disposable mask. We 

have plenty on both accounts. The board voted unanimously by roll-call vote to require a mask 

be worn for attendance in the worship service. The exceptions to that rule are children who are 

two years or under, and Elders while they are speaking or the pastor while he or she is 

performing their worship duties. This was done because those who have hearing impairment 

often need to see one’s lips moving, and because there is the ability to perform those roles 

while socially distanced from the congregation. Also, know that the ushers will be on hand to 

help seat those in attendance in the sanctuary. Where possible we will seek to socially distance 

those who are in attendance on Sunday. Families are, of course, considered one unit and do 

not need to be distanced. 
 

     A letter will be sent out this week from the church going into greater detail about what to 

expect during a Sunday service for the near term. Know that these decisions were not made 

quickly, and also were not made lightly. There were many people working, thinking, and 

praying about what the future would look like. Also, these protocols were developed after 

reading and considering materials from our denomination, our insurance company, other 

congregations, and the best scientific reporting available. We well know there will be 

disagreements. Some will believe that this is too much, this is too little, this is too early, or this 

is too late. Yet, know that whatever our beliefs may be, we are all God’s children and we 

deserve to be treated with love, compassion, and grace. With love, compassion, grace, and the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit, we will continue to navigate this time well. It has been some 

eighteen years, but every day I awake feeling blessed and humbled that life has brought me to 

this place so that I may walk this journey with you. 
 

All the Best and God’s Blessings, Pastor John 
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*Home phone (no video) 
Dial any of the following numbers: 
 
        833 548 0282 US Toll-free 
        877 853 5257 US Toll-free 
        888 475 4499 US Toll-free 
        833 548 0276 US Toll-free 
 
Meeting ID: 682 354 3423 
Password: 838807 

“Little People…BIG WORD” 
 

June 21st –   Wyatt Moore shared a picture of Papa (Jerry Moore) with his Father’s Day gift 
for Pastor John to use during the children’s moment we call “Little People… BIG WORD”.  
 

June 28th  –       Luke Euler with his favorite toy, a stuffed giraffe.     
 

If you missed Worship on Sunday, go to our website and watch to find out what Pastor 
John taught from this! 

 

http://www.leavenworthchristian.com/sermons.html 

 

Worship Schedule 

Thanks for joining us in Worship. 
If you missed Sunday’s Service, watch it now 

   www.LeavenworthChristian.com  
click on “Sermons” on the upper Right of the Homepage 

 

Here are 3 ways you can connect to Sunday Worship at 10:30am 
*On your Computer 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/6823543423?pwd=cWRSTVQ3TGhGK2JIQTR5N1JTdG9GZz09  
 
Meeting ID: 682 354 3423 
Password: 838807 
 
*One tap mobile phone 
+16699006833, 6823543423# 
+13462487799, 6823543423# 
 
You can also reach Zoom through 
 a link on our Website: 
www.leavenworthchristian.com  
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Wyatt Moore’s 

gift to “Papa” 
Luke Euler 

http://www.leavenworthchristian.com/sermons.html
http://www.leavenworthchristian.com/
https://zoom.us/j/6823543423?pwd=cWRSTVQ3TGhGK2JIQTR5N1JTdG9GZz09
http://www.leavenworthchristian.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new wheelchair ramp for 

Ms. Em’s house!!! 

Great work guys! 

Emily McCracken, 
Emmett Cates, John Groves, 
Gary Kenton & Richard Sack 

The Church Being the Church!!! 
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"Need something to do? Why not volunteer?! 

                       The Leavenworth Interfaith Community of Hope is in need of volunteer 

drivers. Transportation services are offered Monday-Thursday from 10:15-2:30. If you are 

interested in assisting please contact Felicia Bagley. Days and times to assist are 

negotiable and can be offered when you are available to help." 
 

Also… We need donations of water during this hot weather. 
 

NEW COOKBOOK SOON READY 
 

The new Kansas Disciples Women cookbook will soon be on 
sale across the region.  “Dining with Disciples,” is now at the printers. 

 

The cookbook is filled with over 640 recipes from Disciples in the Kansas Region 
and beyond. You might enjoy reading the history of Disciples Center and seeing 
photos from around the camp. These would make great gifts and you can order 
books by contacting Ruth Kenton, 913-683-5002.  
 

All proceeds from the sale of cookbooks ($17.00) will benefit the Jones Lodge 
construction fund at Camp Tawakoni. Make checks payable to Christian Church in 
Kansas with Cookbook on the memo line. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 3rd 
Dea Nicodemus 

 

July 4th 

Julius Matto 
 

July 7th  
Lonnie Dalrymple 

 

July 8th 
Jackie Waitley 

 

July 9th 
Shanda Gilfert 
Gary Phillips 

 
July 10th 

Alice Bushman 
Terry Hamilton 

Celeste Marchbanks 

Offering June 21st 

 

  General                           $2,295.00 
  Backpack Buddies              125.00 
  Pentecost                              20.00 
 

  Total                               $2,440.00   

  Attendance June 21st 

  On-line Worship          41 
 

June 28th 
  On-line Worship          45 

   (Logged in live connections) 

Hi, First Christian Church! I appreciate your generosity and would like 
to thank everyone for the scholarship you awarded me. This will 
certainly help me with the financial part of my education. I will bring 
you up to date as to what I have done and plan to do: I finished my 
freshman year with all A’s and one A-. This put me on the dean’s list 
both semesters. As I have it planned, I will finish my bachelor’s degree 
in biochemistry 2 years from now and then enter medical school. This 
summer I am shadowing a doctor here in Leavenworth. This is very 
interesting and I feel I am on the right path. Thanks again for all your 
support and prayers.  
Jake Jardon 
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July 12th 
Sandy Bushman 

 

July 13th 

Renee Beard 
 

July 15th 

Sondra Wooddell 
Karen Melton 

Please remember your  
commitment  to the Church by 

mail or through eGive: 
www.leavenworthchristian.com 
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Thursdays 
Choir Practices cancelled till further notice 
 
Wednesday, July 1st 
Prayer Group          Kitterman          8:30am 
Elders Mtg             Zoom                  7:00pm 
 
Friday, July 3rd 

Office Closed in observance of 
Independence Day 

 
Saturday, July 4th 
Independence Day!! 
 
Sunday, July 5th 
Worship                  Zoom                          10:30am 
Seekers SS Class                Zoom              3:00pm 
B&B SS Class                     Zoom                4:30pm 
 
Monday, July 6th 

No Newsletter this week 
Prayer Breakfast  Pullman’s/Zoom     6:30am 

 
Wednesday, July 8th 
Prayer Group          Kitterman          8:30am 
Steineker                   Kitterman               1:00pm 
Elders Meeting 
 
Sunday, July 12th 

Worship                In Person!!!                10:30am 
Seekers SS Class                Zoom              3:00pm 
B&B SS Class                      Zoom                4:30pm 
 
Monday, July 13th 

Prayer Breakfast  Pullman’s/Zoom     6:30am 
 
Tuesday, July 14th 
Leavened Bread                Zoom               9:00am 
 
Wednesday, July 15th 
Prayer Group       Kitterman             8:30am 
 
 

NO Car Parking 
For 2020 

 

Leavenworth County 
Fair will not need car 
parking this year due 

to the pandemic 
 



 

Contact US 
Telephone Number:  (913) 682-3222 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 8:30 – 4:00 

Church Email: church@leavenworthchristian.com 

Website:  www.leavenworthchristian.com 
Pastor:  pastorjohn@leavenworthchristian.com 

Reverend John Sowers:  (309) 231-2665 

 


