Sowers’ Seeds

January 14, 2021

Dear Friends,
Sometimes in the midst of a conversation, our values, ideas, or thoughts come into a
sharp sort of focus. That is, we know what we believe because we have had to give voice
to our beliefs. I was in such a conversation once a long time ago, and I was talking about
where I had gone to divinity school. This person seemed to be of the opinion that
advanced learning for theological education could be one’s undoing. Very pointedly the
person said, “Did you lose your faith at Yale?” As soon as heard the question that was
offered almost with a sneer, I said, “No my faith got stronger because it was tested and
challenged. I found out what I truly believed. If one’s faith can’t take testing, it may not
be very strong.” My interlocuter was rarely someone without a follow up comment but
this time they fell silent.
Sometimes I marvel at the world that we live in. There is so much information out
there that nearly anyone can access or use. It was one of the great changes of my lifetime.
In 1989 my brother George took a Smith Corona typewriter to Indiana University and six
years later I took an Apple Macintosh Power PC computer with an inkjet printer to
college. It wasn’t that my parents had shortchanged my brother. It was just that
technology had developed that quickly in six years. With that development, came broad
and accepted use of the internet. In fact, in 1995 the academic buildings and residential
buildings at Wabash were wired with T1 ethernet connections. This meant not only was
everything wired for the internet, but it was setup with a fast connection. That was
impressive because at home most people had dial up modems if they had a modem at all.
Suddenly, a world of information was right at our fingertips. Early on, and still now,
one had to learn to be cautious and circumspect with all the information that was out
there, because it was not of a universally high quality. I often wonder if this seeming
avalanche of information and the need to be cautious makes us overcompensate from
time to time. That is, we become so skeptical of new information we neither seek it out
or accept it. What is more, we may even retire to our corners if you will. That is, we seek
out or read the information that reaffirms what we believe or what we want to believe.
Consider our news sources today. We have those that seem to be on the right, left, and
center of things, and depending on where we believe we fall in the continuum we listen
or read those sources exclusively. Is it possible we have moved from getting “the news,”
to only a very specific slant on the news? I admit I am guilty of being a news junky.
(continued on pg 5)

Curt Matousek got a job! Ruth Kenton

Prayers for Sandy & Alice Bushman, Bill Wilson,
Larry Elliot, Winnie Henderson-healing and strengthening.
Prayers for Helen Nowlan- she had another heart attack
and also has been diagnosed with a UTI. She is at St John’s.
.

Sandy Bushman was hospitalized at the end of their time in
Branson for a kidney stone. He is recovering well.
Prayers for The Tom Jackson Family- Don Bohnsack’s son’s
Father-in-law, passed away of pneumonia last week.
Virginia DeFrees’ sister, Ann, passed away. Ruth Kenton
Lois Steineker’s friend, Kathy Roman – only has 10% use of her lungs.
Sandra Ramirez: Prayers, her surgery has been scheduled for Jan. 25th.
Kathy Ramirez had outpatient surgery on the plate around the
orbital bone Saturday and is doing well.
Ruth Kenton’s friend, Darlene, has skin cancer on her face.
Prayers for those seeking employment. Ruth Kenton
Our Nation: pray for our country and its people.
Covid
Emily McCracken’s nephew & his wife both have Covid. He is doing we, but she is
not and is ow on hospice care at home in San Antonio.
Shirley & Orville Unger- She is better but he is still struggling. Pastor John
Jerry & Adriana Blair (Kessler’s nephew & wife)
Residential Communities- dealing with Covid 19.
Prayers for School Systems & Colleges, Teachers,
Support Staff & students.
Pray for Those with the Covid-19 virus, First Responders, Those offering Care & a Cure.

(please send in your praises and prayer concerns or call the office and leave a message)
Ongoing Cares & Concerns
Steve Martin, Sandy & Alice Bushman, Marilyn Vance, Noah Kincaid, Helen Nowlan,
Kathy Ramirez, Rose Marie Theel, Ruby Corbet, Don Bohnsack, Winnie Henderson, Brian Onasch,
Pearl Stonebraker, Danielle & Doug Euler, Ann Crum, Bill Cass, Jim Snell
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Children’s Moment

Words matter. They can be used to make people mad or angry. Words
can hurt and make you sad. Words can also bring people together. Jesus had
a following. He could have used that following to make lots of money, gain
power or make others feel bad to make himself look good. Jesus did none of
those things; instead, he built people up, showed love and tried to get people
who hated each other to love one another. Find ways this week to use your
words to bring kindness to others. Tell a friend why you like them. Tell your
parents that you really liked dinner or write a thank you note to someone who
did something kind to you. This week I will be mailing out letters with hearts,
but you can print them by clicking here Children (leavenworthchristian.com) and
then click on the Hearts to Print & Color box. If you could color the heart
and mail it to the church (or drop it off), they will go on the bulletin board
for February. A picture of the bulletin board will be posted in the church
newsletter so you can see how you helped. Anyone in the church can participate
… the more hearts the better.
– Mrs. Danielle
Upcoming events: Event will depend on Covid guidelines, church policies at the
time and weather. Keep a lookout for more details.
February
March 20th
April 18th

Hearts for Bulletin Board / Show Love Challenge
Easter Egg Hunt (Church Families only)
God in Nature Scavenger Hunt/Picnic at Havens Park

Lucas Davis
last Sunday
3

Worship Schedule

If you missed Sunday’s Service, watch it now
www.LeavenworthChristian.com
click on “Sermons” on the upper Right of the Homepage

Here are 4 ways you can connect to Sunday Worship at 10:30am
*In-Person here at the Church!
*On your Computer - Join Zoom Meeting

https://zoom.us/j/6823543423?pwd=cWRSTVQ3TGhGK2JIQTR5N1JTdG9GZz09

*Home phone (no video)
Dial any of the following
numbers:

Meeting ID: 682 354 3423
Password: 838807
You can also reach Zoom through
a link on our Website:
www.leavenworthchristian.com

833 548 0282 US Toll-free
877 853 5257 US Toll-free
888 475 4499 US Toll-free
833 548 0276 US Toll-free

**************
*******
Souper Sunday is Coming
Souper Sunday will be here before you know it and we want to be ready. The Outreach
and Action committee has decided we will be collecting soups, ingredients for soup, and whatever
canned/non-perishable foods you wish to donate. We will begin now and collect until the Sunday
of the Souper Bowl, February 7, 2021. We will be collecting the items at the church and at the
homes of the committee members. You may leave items on the porch, perhaps in a box or basket,
of the following: Ruth Kenton, Vic Young, Dan Thrasher, Dea Nicodemus and Erin Sack. Please
call or text the person and let them know you will be leaving a donation. After February 7th we
will donate all the items to Catholic Charities for their food pantry. Also, if you do not or cannot
get out at all, call one of the committee members and we will arrange to come and pick up your
donation. Thank you in advance for your donations.
Erin Sack, World Outreach & Action
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Pray for Those Who Have Lost a Loved One

Pray for Those in the Hospital
Helen Nowlan: St. John’s

Jacob Hayes ~ December 30th
Katie Boyer ~ November 30th

Jerry Moore ~ November 8th
Pray for our out-of-town Active Duty Personnel
Melissa Van Valkenburgh, Hannah Bond, Rob Widmyer, Jim &
Rachel Sullivan, Nelson Hanson, Cameron Brown, Christin Collins,
Nickalas Derringer, Rose Uy, Edison & Faviola Urquiza

Jeremy Bower, Tyler Kowalewski
(continued from pg 1)

I think there is nothing more fun than listening to all three of the major cable news
networks in short succession on election night. It is a study and contrast, and truth be told,
I have found that the most impartial reporting of the American political scene is actually
found on the BBC.
Yet sometimes we go even further than listening to a specific brand of news, and we
begin to associate with only a specific brand of people. We may find ourselves engaging
in conversations with only the people who agree us or who share our view of the world or
our politics. It is a short trip to discounting all things and information from sources that
seem foreign or outside of our realm of knowledge. We are invited to ask how such
limitations square with a faith that invites us to be about the business of reconciliation,
wholeness, and unity. There is an old saying, “There will be a lot of people in heaven that
you expect, and that you don’t expect.”
With these notions in mind, I have considered what might be an interesting book for
this year’s Lenten study. Can you believe I am mentioning Lent? Lent traditionally begins
with Ash Wednesday which is on February 17th this year. We will be beginning our Lenten
study on Sunday February 14th at 5:00PM on Zoom. The book we will be reading is entitled,
If the Church Were Christian Rediscovering the Values of Jesus. The book is a non-fiction
work written by the author Philip Gulley. It is a book designed to excite a little discussion.
One of the caveats I make when I select a book for a study is; just because I select a book
doesn’t mean I necessarily agree with the whole book. I hope this is a book where the
participants can read a section and say, “yes, no, or maybe, and here is why I think as I
do.” That is a sure strategy for building our faith in the new year. Let me know if you are
interested in the study so I can purchase enough books. I have already purchased an initial
batch of books for the study, but I can purchase more. My goal would be that we have
read chapter one for the first session on February 14th. Please contact me and let me know
if you will be participating in this year’s Lenten study. I will see that you get a book.
All the Best and God’s Blessings, Pastor John
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Scholarship Applications
Due by March 15, 2021
Be sure to get your paperwork started if you would like to
apply for the FCC Scholarship. The application process
takes some work, so give yourself plenty of time! Call the
Church Office to get started.

Attendance
January 10th

On-Line Worship
48
(Live Connections)

Your Giving
January 10th

General
Backpack Buddies
Shelter
Total

$955.00
95.00
250.00
$1,300.00

January 14th

Sherry Baird
Bill Corbet

January 19th

January 16th

Deena Ekstrom

Lloyd Vinyard
Amelia Kleinhagen

January 18th

January 20th

Dick Hall
Ken Harmon
Jack Nicodemus

Please remember your
commitment to the Church
by mail or through eGive:
www.leavenworthchristian.com

Nikki Little
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First Christian Calendar
January 13-20, 2020

Thursdays
Choir Practices cancelled till further notice
Wednesday, January 13th
Prayer Group Kitterman
aliVe
Zoom

8:30am
7:00pm

Sunday, January 17th

CWS Blankets Offering
Worship
Zoom
Seekers SS Class
Zoom

10:30am
3:00pm

Wednesday
January 13th
7:00pm

Monday, January 18th

Zoom

Tuesday, January 19th
Book Study
Zoom

3:00pm

If you would like to join the study,
go to the church’s website
and click the link for Sunday’s
Worship.

Wednesday, January 20th
Prayer Group Kitterman

8:30am

Martin Luther King Day office Closed
Prayer Bkfst Pullman’s/Zoom 6:30am

(Calendar subject to change)

2021 is the last year we will use the numbered envelopes for individuals and
families. If you still use the numbered envelopes and would like to pick them up,
please call the office and we can arrange a time for you to do so.
Remember, we also have an on-line giving option through eGive:
Give (egive-usa.com)
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Contact US
Telephone Number: (913) 682-3222
Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday, 8:30 – 4:00
Church Email: church@leavenworthchristian.com
Website: www.leavenworthchristian.com
Pastor: pastorjohn@leavenworthchristian.com
Reverend John Sowers: (309) 231-2665

