Sowers’ Seeds

April 29, 2021

Dear Friends,
I must confess that I find myself writing these lines with a mixture of hope,
anticipation, and fear. Isn’t that the way we look at things that are somewhat unknown. This
Tuesday begins a time of retreat for pastors in the Kansas Region. This will be our first
retreat since April of 2019. I would have never envisioned that would be the case when I
attended that retreat. People often say they would like to be able to predict the future, but I
think if we could predict the future, fear and trembling might be the order of the day. Even
as the pandemic got rolling last year, I told myself, “I will just wait till things settle down
and then see about vacation and retreat time.” My assumption was that things would settle
down in the late summer or early autumn of the year. Each prediction I had, came and went,
and now you know why I don’t play the stock market or think of myself as a betting man.
I have found myself needing a time of rest and refreshment. This sense of need leaves me
looking forward to this time of retreat. Yet, I am also led to ponder, what time do we all
schedule for retreat, reflection, and renewal. It isn’t only pastors that need this time, but
instead we are all invited to consider those ways that we recharge our batteries. Sometimes
we don’t recognize how simply the process of life, living, and making our way in the world
can begin to tire and wear on the best of us. It doesn’t mean we are weak, it only means we
are human and have limitations. It is because when things happen gradually, and we don’t
fully recognize the toll that it may be taking on us. In fact, sometimes we don’t realize how
tired we are until we sit in stillness.
God is the one who gives us life and life abundantly. In order to seize this abundant life
however, we are invited to consider how we embrace and engage life. What are the strategies
we use to renew ourselves? What I have found is that one’s answer may be different owing
to the differences in personalities and makeup. I remember once I reflected with a clergy
colleague about an attempt they made at sabbatical. This individual, who is very much an
extravert, went to a nearly silent retreat center. They found that it was a learning process,
but also that it did not do what they had hoped it would for renewal. Listen into stillness and
yourself, “What gives me life and what nurtures me?” It might be a new book, it might be
conversation with an old friend, returning to a hobby, walking vigorously around the
neighborhood, or simply devoting the time to a leisurely drink of coffee watching the world
change from our front porch.
(continued on page 5)

Praise!! Winnie Henderson will be turning 98 this
week! Mary Sue Winneke
Ginger Young doing much better!
Praises!!! Luke Euler ate a whole jar of baby food!
(Apple, Pumpkin & Cinnamon)

Prayers for Curt & Becca Matousek as they move to MN. Ruth Kenton
Don Bachtel fell & fractured a vertebra in his back. Joyce Bachtel
Prayers as Kathy Powell & Patrick Nowlan travel for their Aunt’s funeral.
Barb Kessler is at St John’s with dehydration and an infection.
Brooke Gilfert’s continued healing and good health. Shanda Gilfert

Bonnie Williams’ sister Beth McCall & family. Her husband died unexpectedly on Friday.
Alice Bushman had a fall and was diagnosed with a compression fracture. She had surgery
and is feeling some better. She was able to see Sandy Saturday. There is a good chance she
will transfer to rehabilitation Monday.
Continue praying for Luke Euler & Family. Danielle Euler
Our Nation: pray for our country and its people.
Covid
Residential Communities- dealing with Covid.
Prayers for School Systems & Colleges, Teachers, Support Staff & students.
Pray for Those with the Covid-19 virus, First Responders,
Those offering Care & a Cure.
(please send in your praises and prayer concerns or call the office and leave a message)
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Children’s Moment
Last, Sunday during the children's moment we talked about how God
provided for us and how we can help God provide for others. Sunday we
will begin making our Children and Youth house more beautiful while also
providing food for birds and bees. Bees help make all the food we eat
grow, so it is important for us to take care of them. God made us to work
together and help each other. We are always stronger together. So,
Sunday after church we will have a snack, plant flowers and depending on
time/weather a short craft. A bird house will be given to you for
decorating at home. If you are unable to attend fully, please stop by the
house to pick up the bird houses. Thank you.
-Mrs. Danielle
`

May 2nd
Following Worship

*********************
Ongoing Cares & Concerns

Steve Martin, Sandy & Alice Bushman, Marilyn Vance, Noah Kincaid, Bill Wilson
Kathy Ramirez, Rose Marie Theel, Ruby Corbet, Don Bohnsack, Winnie Henderson, Judy Wesley,
Brian Onasch, Pearl Stonebraker, Danielle & Doug Euler & Family, Ann Crum, Bill Cass, Jim Snell
Pray for Those Who Have Lost a Loved One

Lillian Edmonds-Selas ~ April 4th
Paula Darling ~ March 4th
Helen Nowlan ~ February 17th
Pray for our out-of-town Active Duty Personnel
Melissa Van Valkenburgh, Hannah Bond, Rob Widmyer, Jim & Rachel Sullivan,
Nelson Hanson, Cameron Brown, Christin Collins, Nickalas Derringer, Rose Uy,
Edison & Faviola Urquiza, Jeremy Bower, Tyler Kowalewski, Brandon Williams
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Worship Schedule

Watch last Sunday’s Service now
www.LeavenworthChristian.com
click on “Sermons” on the upper Right of the Homepage

Here are 3 ways you can connect to Sunday Worship at 10:30am
*On your Computer - Join Zoom Meeting

https://zoom.us/j/6823543423?pwd=cWRSTVQ3TGhGK2JIQTR5N1JTdG9GZz09

Meeting ID: 682 354 3423
Password: 838807
*You can also reach Zoom through
a link on our Website:
www.leavenworthchristian.com

*Home phone (no video)
Dial any of the following numbers:
833 548 0282 US Toll-free
877 853 5257 US Toll-free
888 475 4499 US Toll-free
833 548 0276 US Toll-free

*********************
We are HIRING!
Director of Youth Ministries
Call the office or go to our website for more info:
www.leavenworthchristian.com

Mother’s Day

VBS

Is Coming!!
Sunday, May 9th

Postponed till
July 11-15, 2022
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Did you know …?
Have you noticed that we have been taking a little bit longer for Pastor John to look over
his sermon notes on Sunday morning? That’s not because he has suddenly become
forgetful. It’s because we are logging into Facebook Live to broadcast the sermon. The
process can’t be completed too far in advance, so while Pastor John looks over his notes,
a member of the CTT (Crack Tech Team) is logging into the church Facebook page and
setting up for a live feed. At this time, we are only including the sermon on Facebook, but
it stays on the page so that you can refer back to it for multiple weeks. This is just another
of the many ways that we are reaching out to bring God’s word to the world.

Elders Meeting
Wednesday, April 28th
Zoom

In-Person Church Has Returned!!!
In-Person Schedule
Sunday Worship: 10:30am ~ In-Person & Zoom
You can also join us via Zoom & Facebook
(see page 4)
(continued from page 1)

We are a part of God’s beloved creation, and we are entitled to have moments of renewal
and refreshment, because we cannot live as well without. The week is new, and you
may not have the time in your schedule to go away on retreat, but in each day, there is
some time for renewal. Those things that we do not make time for have a way of not
happening at all. May the life that you lead be abundant and grace filled.
All the Best and God’s Blessings, Pastor John
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If you would like to donate flowers
for the altar on Sundays, please
contact the office and we will put a
notice in the newsletter to honor or
remember a loved one .

Attendance
April 25th
In-Person
53
On-Line Worship
22
(Live Connections)

Your Giving
April 18th

Not included last week

April 28th

Gail Hanson
Leo Winneke Jr.

May 3rd

Joshua Mathis
May 4th

General
Backpack Buddies
Shelter

$2,940.00
20.00
75.00

Total

$3,035.00

Please remember your
commitment to the Church
by mail or through eGive:

Bob Hamilton
May 5th

Roger Vinzant

www.leavenworthchristian.com
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First Christian Calendar
April 28-May 11, 2021

Sunday, May 9th

Thursdays
Choir Practices cancelled till further notice

Mother’s Day
Worship In-Person & Zoom
Seekers
Zoom

28th

Wednesday, April
Prayer Group Kitterman
Elders Meeting
Zoom
Sunday, May 2nd
Worship In-Person & Zoom
Seekers
Zoom

10:30am
3:00pm

8:30am
7:00pm Monday, May 10th
Prayer Bkfst Pullman’s/Zoom 6:30am
10:30am Tuesday, May 11th
Pullman’s
3:00pm Leavened Bread

9:00am

Monday, May 3rd
Prayer Bkfst Pullman’s/Zoom 6:30am
Wednesday, May 5th
Prayer Group Kitterman

8:30am
(Calendar subject to change)

*********************
Protocol for Emergencies and Pastoral Needs when the Pastor is Out of Town
If the situation/issue concerned involves a particular ministry (e.g. Worship, Christian Ed.,
Fellowship), that concern should be expressed to the chairperson of that ministry.
The church office (682-3222) should be contacted if a member of the church family is in the
hospital or has a death in the family. The church secretary will contact the chairperson of the
elders and/or the moderator of the church board. If the need arises when the church office is
closed, please contact the chairperson of the elders. At this time, the chairperson of the elders
is Gary Phillips (913-702-4103) and the moderator is Lois Steineker (913-680-8475).
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Contact US
Telephone Number: (913) 682-3222
Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday, 8:30 – 4:00
Church Email: church@leavenworthchristian.com
Website: www.leavenworthchristian.com
Pastor: pastorjohn@leavenworthchristian.com
Reverend John Sowers: (309) 231-2665

